Do enkephalins participate in vagal activation of gastric acid secretion in man?
The effects of the anticholinergic drug benzilonium bromide and the opiate receptor blocker naloxone, given alone or in combination, on the acid secretory response and on plasma gastrin releasing peptide (GRP) response to sham feeding was tested in eight duodenal ulcer (DU) patients. Naloxone alone had no effect on the acid secretion after sham feeding. Benzilonium reduced basal acid secretion and the acid response to sham feeding but did not abolish the response. The combination of benzilonium and naloxone was not more effective than benzilonium alone. Neither drug, nor the combination had any effect on plasma GRP following sham feeding. It is concluded that enkephalins are unlikely to participate in the acid response to sham feeding in patients with DU.